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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed on 4/9/03. s 

2. Claims 18-50,52,56,59-68 and 72-87 are pending in this application. Claims 18, 21, 27, 
29, 47, 56, 59, 68, 72 and 87 are independent claims. In the Amendment, filed on 4/9/03, claims 
18, 19, 21, 27, 29, 31 are amended, and claim 72-87 are added. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S .C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 18-33, 35-41, 46-50, 52, 59-68, and 72-87 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as 
being anticipated by Straub (US 5,905,492). 

As per independent claims 18, Straub teaches in a computer system having a graphical 
user interface and a user interface selection device, a method of providing and selecting from the 
user interface, comprising: 

Maintaining information about a resource persistently stored in the computer system (col. 
6, lines 3 1-43), the resource including at least one of a document, a program, a task stored in the 
computer system, and a device of the computer system (col 12, hnes 10-16); 

Displaying a first page comprising: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



A first link associated with a second page (col 15, lines 8-34); and 
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A second link associated with first resource code according to the information 
(col 12, lines 1-16); 

In response to a signal indicative of a selection of the first link via the user interface, 
displaying the second (col 15, lines 8-34); and 

In response to a signal indicative of a selection of the second link via the user interface, 
taking action with respect to the first resource code, wherein the first and the second page are 
part of a shell user interface having a plurality of pages arranged in a hierarchy to display 
information about the resource, and wherein each page o the plurality of pages that is lower in 
the hierarchy is reachable through at least one other page of the plurality of pages that is higher 
in the hierarchy through at least one link on the other page (fig 6, col 15, lines 7-45). 

As per claim 19, Straub teaches the method of claim 18, further comprising: 

Displaying on the second page a third link associated with a third page and a fourth link 
associated with a second resource according to information in the database; 

In response to a signal indicative of a selection of the thired link via the user interface 
displaying the third page; and 

In response to a signal indicative of a selection of the fourth link via the user interface, 
taking action with respect to the second resource (col 15, lines 38-45). 

As per claim 20, Straub teaches a computer-readable medium having computer-excutable 
instruction for performing the method recited in claim 18 (col. 15, lines 38-45) 

As per independent claim 21, Straub teaches in a computer having a graphical user 
interface and a user interface selection device, a method of providing and selecting fi-om the user 
interface, comprising: 
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Displaying a link on a first page, the link being associated with a task that is available in 
an application program persistently stored in the computer system (col. 6, lines 39-46, col 12, 
lines 1-16; It is inherent for the cHent program to be persistently stored on the client's computer); 
and 

In response to a signal indicative of the a selection of the link via the user interface, 
taking action with respect to the task (col 12, lines 1-16). 

As per claim 22, Straub teaches the method of claim 21, wherein taking action comprises 
starting operation of the task (col, 5, Unes 43-44; col. 12, lines 5). 

As per claim 23, Straub teaches the method of claim 21, wherein taking action comprises 
opening a second page directed to the task (col. 5, lines 43-44; col 12, Hnes 5). 

As per claim 24, Straub teaches the method of the claim 23, further comprising: 

Displaying a link on the second page, the link on the second page being associated with 
the task; and 

In response to a signal indicative of a selection of the Hnk on the second page via the user 
interface, starting operation of the task (col. 15, lines 38-45) 

Claim 25, Straub teaches the method of claim 21, further comprising: 

Displaying a plurality of links on a first page (fig. 6 items 162-166), each of the links 
being associated with a different task for the application program and 

In response to a signal indicative of a selection of one of the links via the user interface 
taking with respect to the task associated with the link (col. 15, lines 38-45). 

Claim 26 is similar in scope to claim 21, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
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The limitations of claim 27 are similar in scope to claim 24 and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. In addition Straub teaches grouping a set of the tasks (fig. 6, Folder 
Content Icons Pane). 

As per claim 28, Srtaub teaches a computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable intruction for performing the method recited in claim 27 (col. 5, lines 46-64) 

As per claims 29-30, Straub teaches in a computer system having a graphical user 
interface and a user interface selection device, a method of providing and selecting from the user 
interface, comprising: 

Providing a shell user interface having a plurality of pages including a first page, wherein 
the plurality of pages are arranged in a hierarchy, and wherein each of the plurality of he pages 
that is lower in the hierarchy is reachable through at least on other page of the plurality of pages 
that is higher in the hierarchy through at least one hyperlink on the other page (fig 5, fig 6, col 
12, lines 1-35); 

maintaining information about locally-stored files (col. 15, lines 34-42); 

displaying on the first page, according to the information about the locally-stored files, a 
file link for each of the locally-stored files that are grouped together (fig. 7, folder content icons 
pane); 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of one of the file links via the user 
interface, taking action with respect to the locally-stored file associated with the file link (col. 15, 
lines 39-43); 

As per claim 3 1 , which is dependent on claim 87, Straub teaches the claim 87, wherein 
the web links are grouped together one the first page. (fig. 6 items 162-165) 
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As per claim 32, Straub teaches the locally-stored file associated with the file link to 
comprise executable code (coll, lines 54-57; inherent in order for operating system to know 
which program file to run). 

As per claim 33, Straub teaches the method wherein taking action with respect to the 
locally-stored file associated with the file link to comprise launching an instance of the 
executable code (coll, lines 54-57). 

As per claim 35, Straub teaches the locally-stored file associated with the file link to 
comprise a document (col.l, lines 54-57). 

As per claim 36, Straub teaches the method wherein taking action with respect to the 
locally-stored file associated with the file link to comprise displaying the document (col.l, hues 
54-57). 

Claim 37 is similar in scope to claim 24, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 38 is similar in scope to claim 27, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 39 is similar in scope to claim 28, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 40 is similar in scope to claim 22, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 41 is similar in scope to claim 23, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 46 is similar in scope to claim 28, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

As per claim 47, Straub teaches in a computer system having a graphical user interface 
and a user interface selection device, a method of providing and selecting fi*om the user interface, 
comprising: 

maintaining information about executable code (col 5, lines 43-46; inherent in order for 
operating system to know which program file to run) persistently stored in the computer system 
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(col 3, lines 45-68; Examiner interprets persistently storing URL to be persistently storing a 
resource); 

maintaining information about files, the information including at least one item of 
information about each file (coll, lines 54-57); 

displaying on a first page, a tile having a task link and at least one file link, the file link 
being associated with a particular item of information about a file, and the item link being 
associated with at least one executable code according to the information about executable codes 
(fig. 5, desktop icons pane; col. 12, lines 4-5); 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the file link via the user interface, aking 
action with respect to the executable code associated with the file that is associated with the file 
link (col 1, lines 63-65); and 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the task link via the user interface, 
taking action with respect to item associated with the item link (coll, lines 63-65). 

As per claim 48, Straub teaches the link to be associated with a document produced by 
the executable code (col 1 , lines 54-57) 

As per claim 49, Straub the link to be associated with a link to a web location (col 12, 
lines 32-33) 

As per claim 50, Straub teaches the file to comprise a program (coll, line 54). 

As per claim 52, Straub teaches the claim 47, Straub teaches wherein the tile comprises a 
plurality of item links, each of the item links being associated with a particular item of 
information about the file (col 2, lines 20-34), and further comprising: 
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In response to a signal indicative of a selection of one of the item links via the user 
interface, taking action with respect to item associate with the selected item link (col. 15, 
lines34-44). 

As per claim 59, it is rejected with rationale as claim 18 (see rejection above). 

As per claim 60, it is of the scope as claim 35. (see rejection above) 

As per claim 61, Straub teaches method of claim 60, wherein taking action comprises 
opening the document (col. 2, lines 20-34) 

As per claim 62, Straub teaches the method of claim 60, wherein taking action comprises 
creating the document (col 1, lines 63-64). 

As per claim 63, Straub teaches the method of claim 60, wherein taking action comprises 
using the document as a target (is similar in scope to claim 62, and is therefore rejected under 
similar rationale (col. 2, lines 20-34). 

As per claim 64, Straub teaches the method of the claim 59, wherein associating 
information to comprise associating metadata with the document (col.l, lines 54-56; inherent that 
document include metadata such as the size pathname of the document in order to distinguish it 
from other documents). 

Claim 65, Straub teaches the method of claim 59, further comprising: 

Displaying on another page in the shell user interface, a link associated with the file 
according to the information about the particular page (col. 15, line 40-45) 

Receiving a signal indicative via the user interface of a selection of the link associated 
with the file (col. 15, lines 40-45) 
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Claim 66, Straub teaches the method of claim 59, where in the file comprises a 
document, and taking action with respect to the file comprises displaying the file (col. 2, lines 
20-34). 

Claim 67 is similar in scope to claim 65, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

As per independent claim 68, Straub et al. teaches in a computer system having a 
graphical user interface and a user interface selection device, a method of providing and 
selecting fi'om the user interface, comprising: 

Maintaining information about associations between files and executable code (col 12, 
lines 1 -16); 

Providing a shell user interface having a plurality of pages, wherein the plurality of pages 
are arranged in a hierarchy, and wherein each page of the plurality of pages that is lower in the 
hierarchy is reachable through at least one other page of the plurality of pages that is higher in 
the hierarchy through at least one hyperlink on the other page (col 15, lines 8-34); 

Maintaining information about association between pages of the shell user interface and 
executable code (col 12, lines 1 -16); 

Displaying a particular page in the shell user interface, a hnk associated with a file 
according to the file association information and the information about association between 
pages of the shell user interface and the executable code (col 15, lines 8-34); 

Receiving a signal indication of the selection of the link via the user interface; and taking 
action with respect to the file in response to the signal (fig 6, item 170) 

As per claim 72, it is similar in scope to the combination of claim 18-19, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
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As per claim 73, Straub et al. teaches wherein the links each comprise a hyperhnk and the 
user interface is embodied as an HTML created page (col. 1, lines 54-57, col 8, lines 26-42). 

As per claim 74, Straub et al. teaches the method of claim 72, wherein the resource 
further includes at least one of system information stored on a remote computer coupleable to the 
computer system by the intemet, and the link is associated with a link to a web location of the 
system (col. 12, lines 37-39; server is queried for associated links to be displayed). 

As per claim 75, Straub et al. teaches the method of claim 74, wherein the link to a web 
location is display on the particular page in accordance with a query to a remote location (col. 
12, lines 37-39; server is queried for associated links to be displayed) 

As per claim 76, Straub et al. teaches the method of claim 75, wherein content 
corresponding to the link to a web location is stored locally, making the content available for 
display when the computer system is not connected to the remote source (col. 12, lines 21-23). 

As per claim 77, Straub et al. teaches the method of claim 74, wherein the resource 
comprises network access software, and wherein taking action comprises accessing the web 
location with the network access software (col 12, lines 32-34). 

As per claim 78, Straub et al. teaches the method of claim 77, wherein the resource 
comprises network access software, and wherein taking action comprises accessing locally-saved 
content from the web location with the network access software when a connection to the web 
location is not provided, (col. 5, lines 40-50, col. 7, lines 23-60) 

As per claim 79, it is of the same scope as claim 75. (see rejection above) 
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As per claim 80, Straub et al. teaches the method of 79, wherein the resource further 
includes a remote device, and the link is associated with the remote device location (Fig. 7, col 
10, lines 61-68, col. 11, lines 1-5). 

As per claim 81, it is of the same scope as claim 22. (see rejection above) 
As per claim 82, it is of the same scope as claim 23. (see rejection above) 
As per claim 83, it is of the same scope as claim 24. (see rejection above) 
As per claim 84, it is of the same scope as claim 26. (see rejection above) 
As per claim 85, it is of the same scope as claim 28. (see rejection above) 
As per claim 86, it is of the same scope as claim 75. (see rejection above) 
As per claim 87, it is of the same scope as claim 24. (see rejection above) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Straub et al. 
("Straub", US 5,905,492). 

As per claim 34, Straub teaches the method wherein taking action with respect to the 
locally-stored file associated with the file link comprises displaying an instance of the executable 
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code. However, Straub does not explicitly disclose the instance to be an already-opened instance 
of the executable code. 

Official Notice is given that it was well known in the art at the time of the invention that 
the selection of links to currently opened files brings the instance of that file to the top of the 
display. It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to display an 
already-opened instance of a file in response to selection of the file link in order to conserve the 
memory used by the system. 

5. Claims 42-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Straub et al. 
("Straub", US 5,905,492) in view of Hirose (US 5,745,1 12). 

As per claim 42, Straub teaches the method further comprising: maintaining information 
about a task that is available fi-om an application program and displaying, according to the 
information about the task, a task link on the first page, the task link being associated with the 
task (col. 5, lines 43-44; col. 12, line 5). 

However, Straub does not disclose taking action with respect to the task on the file 
associated with the file link, in response to a signal indicative of selection of the task link and a 
file link via the user interface. Hirose teaches a method of using a shell user interface for 
manipulating files whereby links to tasks and files are displayed and action is taking on the file 
according to the selected task (col.6, lines 40-65). It would have been obvious to an artisan at the 
time of the invention to include Hirose's teaching with Straub*s method in order to provide a 
more convenient and faster means of performing an operation on a file. 

Claim 43 is similar in scope to claim 24, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 44 is similar in scope to claim 23, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
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Claim 45 is similar in scope to claim 42, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
6. Claim 56 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Slivka et al 
("Slivka", US 6,061,695) in view of Dickman et al. ("Dickman", US 5,877,765). 

As per claim 56, Slivka teaches in a computer system having a graphical user interface 
and a user interface selection device, a method of providing a menu on the user interface, 
comprising: 

providing a shell user interface that enables the display of one or more pages (col 6, lines 
4-5 and lines 20-21); and 

making an option available while displaying each of a plurality of pages, the option being 
associated with a file system comprising a plurality of favorites folders (fig. 3, favorites menu 
button 206; col. 10, lines 65-67). 

However, Slivka does not explicitly teach the steps wherein response to a signal 
indicative of a selection of the option when a first page is displayed in the shell user interface, 
writing information about the first page into a selected one of the favorites folders, displaying on 
a second page a link to the first page according to the information in the one favorites folder, and 
in response to a signal indicative of a selection of the link via the user interface, displaying the 
first page. Dickman teaches a method of providing a menu on a user interface wherein the menu 
provides an option for adding a page to a favorites folder and displaying the page in response to 
selecting the link to the added page (col. 7, lines 1-20). It would have been obvious to an artisan 
at the time of the invention to include Dickman's teaching with Slivka's method in order to 
provide a faster means of bookmarking frequently used pages for easier access. 
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Response to Argument 



Applicant's arguments filed on 1/06/04/ have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's argument focused on the following major issues: 

A) Straub neither discloses maintaining information about a resource, nor a second link 
associated with a first resource according to the information. 

B) Straub fails to teach the pages are displayed in a hierarchy. 

C) Straub fails to teach tasks that are available for a plurality of application programs persistently 
stored in the computer system. 

D) Straub does not disclose maintaining information about locally-stored files. 
Examiner disagrees 

A) Straub teaches storing maintaining information regarding a plurality of channels of 
information that can be displayed on the view port (col. 12, lines 45-50). Straub further teaches 
providing a link for users to change the content providers (col. 12, lines 45-50). 

B) Straub teaches the pages been stored in a hierarchy (fig. 6). As it is illustrated in fig. 6, 
wherein the folder content are under folder, and them hypertext page is under folder content. 



C) Straub teaches application program and the theme that is currently been displayed are 
persistently stored on the cHent computer (col. 7, lines 22-31) 
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D) Straub teaches maintaining and updated theme related files, which are locally stored on the 
client's computer (col. 7, lines 22-32, 61-68, col. 8, lines 1-3) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peng Ke whose telephone number is (703) 305-7615. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and Alternate Fridays 8:30-5:00, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L Kincaid can be reached on (703) 308-0640. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

KRISTINE KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 

Peng Ke 



